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possessions ard of hemming in the British. South of Mon-
treal they had already built, on the shores of Lake Champlain,
two forts at Crown Point and at Ticonderoga. They now de-
veloped the building of a line of forts from north to south
to secure the river valleys. Meantime the British, owing
partly to the disunion of the colonies themselves and partly
to the procrastination of the home government, had done
nothing except the building of Oswego on the south side of
Lake Ontario. Then in 1754 came the building by the Fort
French, near the western boundary of Pennsylvania and at (i754)sne
the junction of three rivers, of Fort Duquesne; and the last
link, it has been said, in the French chain of forts was
forged. Its building at once led to war in America* Two
attempts to capture it were made, the first under Wash-
ington in 1754, and the second under Braddock in 1755;
and both were disastrous.1 The outlook for the French in
America was. bright, when in 1756 formal war was declared
between Great Britain and France*

2. INDIA

But in the east as well as in the west, in India as well as
in America, French and British ambitions clashed.   Though English
on the west coast Bombay belonging to the English East F?ench
India Company and Mah& belonging to the French East India
India Company lay far apart, their factories on the east
coast were in the same districts.   In the north the English
Calcutta lay close to the French Chandernagore, whilst in
the south the French Pondichenry lay between, though at
some distance from, Madras and Fort St. David.    Both
companies had reached a point when for their future com-
mercial development some interference with the politics of
the interior was probable. It was, however, the condition of
India itself which made that interference inevitable.

1 Braddock, who had pushed forward with twelve hundred men, was caught
in an ambush some seven miles from the fort, and lost nearly two-thirds of his
force. He himself fought most bravely, and, after having five horses shot under
him, was mortally wounded, and died next day.